
























to be capable of producing death or serious bodily injury"); State v. Hull, 149 N.H. 706, 715 (1997)
(a motor vehicle can be a deadly weapon).

Based on Trooper Lavoie's knowledge and observations of Ms. Lawrence's conduct on
September 30,2013, it was reasonable for Trooper Lavoie to conclude that she was not going to
surrender and was willing to use any means, including deadly force, to escape apprehension. The
reasonableness of Trooper'Lavoie's belief is confirmed by the fact that the other three troopers who
were present also believed that Ms. Lawrence was.going to run Trooper Lavoie down.

IV. CONCLUSION

Based on all the facts and circumstances known to New Hampshire State Police Trooper
Chad Lavoie at the time he tried to take Wendy Lawrence into custody, and examining the situation
from the standpoint of an objective police officer in Trooper Lavoie's position, it was reasonable for
him to conclude that Ms. Lawrence was about to use deadly force against him when she drove her
car at him. Accordingly, Trooper Lavoie was legally justified in using deadly force against Ms.
Lawrence to defend himself from what he reasonably believed was the imminent use of deadly force
by her.
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