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FINAL REPORT ON SHOOTING INCIDENT IN DALTON, N.H. ON 
APRIL 12, 2012 

 
 
  
 The Office of the Attorney General and the New Hampshire State Police conducted an 
investigation into a shooting incident, which occurred in Dalton, New Hampshire on April 12, 
2012.  The incident resulted in the deaths of two people and the wounding of a third.  The 
purpose of this report is to summarize the Attorney General’s findings and conclusions with 
regard to the incident. 
 
 Police involvement into the incident began at approximately 1:15 p.m. on April 12, 2012, 
when members of local police departments were dispatched to a modular trailer located at 643 
Whitefield Road in Dalton, pursuant to a 911 call indicating in substance that residents of the 
home had been shot.  The first responding officer, Officer Antoin Alba of the Dalton Police 
Department, encountered Wayne Ainsworth (age at time 54), at the door of the residence, who 
had an apparent gunshot wound to his neck.  Mr. Ainsworth reported in substance that two dead 
men were inside the home.  Officers entered the residence and found Joseph Besk (age 48) and 
Christopher Smith (age 44).  Both of the men were deceased from apparent gunshot wounds, and 
a .357-caliber revolver lay near Mr. Smith’s body.  The revolver was loaded with one unfired 
round and five spent shell casings.  Mr. Ainsworth, who suffered a single gunshot wound to the 
face, was hospitalized for several weeks but survived his wound. 
 
 The investigation has revealed that Mr. Ainsworth was married to Mr. Besk, and they 
lived together at the residence at 643 Whitefield Road.  At the time of the incident Mr. Smith, a 
former boyfriend of Mr. Ainsworth, was a boarder at the residence, and had lived there with Mr. 
Ainsworth and Mr. Besk for several months.  Nobody else lived at the residence with the three 
men.  Mr. Ainsworth subsequently relayed to investigators that on the day of the shootings, soon 
after he woke up he encountered Smith, who, after asking Mr. Ainsworth how he was, shot Mr. 
Ainsworth.  Mr. Ainsworth reported that there had been no recent argument between any of the 
occupants of the residence, and could not provide any reason for Mr. Smith’s conduct.  Physical 
evidence found at the crime scene, as well as observations of the scene, were consistent with Mr. 
Ainsworth’s account of events, to wit, shootings with no apparent attendant signs of violence or 
struggle.  A close friend of Mr. Smith spoke with him on the telephone on the morning of the 
shooting and reported to investigators that he did not notice anything unusual or out of place, 
either in what Mr. Smith said or in how he spoke. 
 
 As part of the investigation, Chief Medical Examiner Thomas A. Andrew performed the 
autopsy on the body of Christopher Smith, and Deputy Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Jennie V. 
Duval performed the autopsy on the body of Joseph Besk.  Dr. Duval found that Joseph Besk had 
been shot twice, once in the mouth, which travelled to Mr. Besk’s neck, and once in the back, 
which travelled to Mr. Besk’s chest.  The cause of Mr. Besk’s death was gunshot wounds to his 
chest and neck, and the manner of his death was ruled to be a homicide.  Dr. Andrew found that 
Christopher Smith had been shot once in the mouth.  The cause of Mr. Smith’s death was an 
intra-oral gunshot wound to the head, and the manner of his death was ruled to be a suicide. 
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 Ballistics testing was conducted of the .357-caliber revolver recovered from nearby Mr. 
Smith’s body at the crime scene, a bullet recovered from Mr. Besk’s body, a bullet recovered 
from Mr. Smith’s body, and two discharged bullets recovered from the crime scene.  Although 
the bullets recovered from Mr. Smith’s body and the crime scene, because of damage, lacked 
sufficient individual characteristics for conclusive identification, all could have been fired from 
the recovered .357-caliber revolver.  The bullet recovered from Mr. Besk’s body was fired from 
that handgun.  There was no other weapon in the area of Mr. Besk’s and Mr. Smith’s bodies. 
 
 In summary, all of the evidence collected and examined since the shooting incident 
supports the original hypothesis that Christopher Smith used a large caliber revolver to shoot 
Joseph Besk and Wayne Ainsworth, killing Mr. Besk and wounding Mr. Ainsworth, and then 
committed suicide by turning the gun on himself that he used to commit those shootings.  
Because the perpetrator of the homicide of Mr. Besk and the wounding of Mr. Ainsworth is 
deceased, this matter will be closed without further investigation or a prosecution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[930978] 


